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Tf (57) Abstract: An optical head for use in the scanning of a record carrier, the record carrier having data stored on data tracks therein 
O on a plurality of infomation layers (3. 4) at a plurality of depths within the record carrier. The optical head comprises: a movable 
^? optical element (16) arranged in an optical path to act upon a first radiation beam (12) and a second radiation beam (14) to provide 
the beams with a different displacement perpendicular to the optical path; and a lens system for focusing said first beam (12) at a first 
^5 focal point (A) on a first information layer (3) of the record carrier and the focusing of the second beam (14) at a second different 
focal point (B) on a second information layer (4). wherein a spacing, transverse to the data tracks, between said first and second focal 
points (A, B) is controllable by varying the configuration of the movable optical element. 



wo 2004/036568 Al IliililillliillllliPlfilli 



DK, EE, ES, Fl, FR, GB, GR, HU, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, FT, For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid- 

RO, SE, SI, SK, TR), OAPl patent (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations'' appearing at the begin- 

GA, GN, GQ, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG) ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 

Published: 

— with international search report 



